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With more than 1700 local signatures on its petition against the construction of a controversial four storey hotel and gambling rooms in the heart of Airlie, the Whitsundays' Save Our Foreshore (SOF) group says the project is now unnecessary.

"Leasing out the public land was first conceived by our local council to fund the maintenance of the manmade Airlie Beach swimming lagoon. Last week's Whitsunday Shire Council meeting heard that revenue for the lagoon's funding exceeded budget by $37,900. Clearly, the lagoon can stand on its own," SOF spokesperson Suzette Pelt said. "We don't need to give away our public foreshore to a hotel group to create an eyesore in the centre of our town. It would destroy the low-key village atmosphere we've fought so hard to retain."

Despite strong public protest, however, the council has rejected both the community's objections and suggestions for a referendum on the issue.

Inexplicably, the developers, FKP, deny that public open space will be replaced by a private commercial facility.

The SOF group is trying to confirm that FKP are being given the public open space (currently a carpark) free of charge and would pay council's lease fees from renting out space in the large 18-metre high (60 feet) building. "The locals want to keep the site as an extension to our foreshore parkland. Tourists and locals flock to the park and lagoon and we'd all prefer it to a huge pub being built there."

Other facts available from  the SOF group include;

- the height of the construction site's fill level will be one storey high, meaning its basement alone will be 3 metres above the level of the town's picturesque lagoon.  The town planning scheme allows for a maximium of 9 metres on the north (sea) side of Shute Harbour Road and the SOF group is querying council's change of that rule.

". The town is a narrow strip along the foreshore - we'd have no objection if they built at one end of town or another, but not in the heart of our village.

" As well, the road in Airlie's centre would have to be rebuilt much higher . FKP plans to cover the Airlie Creek, which acts as the main catchment area for the high surrounding hills. Heavy tropical rainfall drainage that normally flows out of the creek will now be diverted through the western end of town in a very expensive engineering project. Who is funding that? All this will mean huge and unnecessary expense to the taxpayer.

“This is by no means a done deal” Mrs Pelt confirmed.  “Key government personnel have not signed off on the plan and our community is aware that the developers could try and rush the process through our gullible council.”
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