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February 15, 2005

SOF OPENS INFO CENTRE

 

 

Whitsunday's grass roots community group Save Our Foreshore Inc. (SOF) will unveil its own brightly coloured information centre on Saturday morning in the heart of Airlie Beach.

After this week’s smaller but symbolic success in saving another piece of public land, where a developer proposed a land swap which would have meant the loss of an all important view corridor across Airlie Bay, SOF is cranking up a gear to stop a 125 room hotel and poker machine palace on Airlie foreshore public land, next to the lagoon and park.

 

"Our bright pink  SOF Information Caravan will be unmissable, parked beside the lagoon and right on the site of the proposed development," spokesperson Suzette Pelt said at an SOF meeting this week.

 

"Everyone is welcome to come along and find out the facts we have.  It is certainly not a 'done deal'.”
“The Minister for Natural Resources, Stephen Robertson, has recently written to SOF stating they won't sign off on the project if community support cannot be demonstrated” she added.
The kinds of facts available at the pink information caravan will cover the development's perceived conflict with the council's town plan and how the tender process potentially advantaged a particular style of development over others.  Suggested uses of the land by the community will also be displayed.
“It will also reveal that the Lagoon is already fully funded by the Shire, obviating the need for the development's financial input through its lease” Ms Pelt said.   “Council is simply using scare tactics when they talk about the need for the Lagoon funding.  The truth is that it is already paying for itself”.

 “There will be no community benefit from the loss of our lagoon foreshore public land - the only beneficiary will be the developer”.
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