husbands

tell their
wives

Jett Sommerfeld

PROPERTY developers
have overtaken trade unions
as the major source ol do-
nations Lo the Labor Party in
Queensland, according to re-
turns released by the Aust-
rallan Eledtornl Commission

Some prominent property
developers have used several
associnted or subsidiary com-
panles to provide donationsg
that appear o conceal the
full extent of financial re-
Intionships.

These involved companies
assoclated with the QLD
Crroup, Consalidated Proper-

Les ield Land Corp
I'Pradella Development:

Many ol these davelapers

were In in lobbying and

sengitive negotiations with
state and local governments
over building projects

Often the projecis require
reganings, legal changes to
enable them to proceed, or
Infrastructure (o be provided
by govermmenta

Although political dorations
during 2003-4 have been de-
clared ns required by the AEC
the full extent of financial con-
tributions only became evi
dent aller extensive research
Lhis week

Although all sides of politics
benefit from donatlons (rom
developers, in Queensland the
ALP recelves mare than 85 per
cent ol the donations - worth
£1.4 millon during 2003-04

Labor reaps
riches from
developers
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Labor It Queensi:
the [Irst btime exceeded bhi
annual contribution provided
by trade umliing — 51.3 miliion
[ar 2003-04.

In the same period, Queens-
land Liberals received &146000
from developers and Queens-
land Nationals $52.000

Developers yesterday do-
fended the practice of donat
Ing to polltical parties through
shell companies, ying the
money was still deeclared in
nccordance with the liaw

Urban Development Insti-
tute of Australia (Qld) chi
Brian Stewart sald there w
nothing 4t all unusual” about
pavmenis belng made from o
number of subsidiaries

‘There are 4 variely of
reasons |} _' {'L||'|E|L..:.:L
tures are put place for
speciil projects.’ he said

strue-

Paul Willams said business and
political parties had slways en-
joyed a omutuslly inclusive re-
latipnahip, but that association
hnd usually been with the Lib-
eral and National parties

In recent vears, Labor had
built up its economic ereden
tials and started to be seen by
biisiness as & porey thnt could
manage money well

In Queernaland, business
often has pood relations with
stale governments as they have
maore- to do with development
Approvals,” Dr Willlams satd

However, he sald there wass
relunctance by somé peopie
n business to' appear to be

0 r Labol

v

Lhwere, | Mr Willlams said, “The
real dilemma {or the business
community Is having to deal
with them {(Lahar) &t the state
level but belng Ideologically
apposed. particularly In re-
Intion to itrial relations"™

Politicians from all political
PETSUASIDN DRYVE eXpDresse
cancerns in the past
donations from developers

i Coast and Logan City
nelllors Have mast recently
: i
between seolions
councils and dévelopers

Just south af the border in
NSW, the Independent Com-
misgion Againat Carruption i
'"-"-'Jllll"'|-||'|}_’I an inauiry into
the relatlonship betwesn
developers and Tweed Shire
councillors,

The Quesnsland

UL About CcoOs
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ALP was

HOME-grown housawives

Matalie Gregg

FHEY don't have adulterous
sex on marble tabletops with
the teenage gardener or aogl-
tally burn down & nelgh-
bour's house while snooping.

Emma, Ki
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