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April 29, 2005
Council a repeat offender on secrecy

The Whitsunday Shire Council has been blasted by SOF for its complete refusal to provide any of the information requested by the group under Freedom of Information legislation. On Friday SOF received a letter of outright rejection in response to their request. 

“The Council has now become a ‘repeat offender’ as far as compliance with its obligations under the FOI Act is concerned, Ms Pelt said, “Only weeks after it was revealed that the council had wrongly refused public access to information about the controversial airport deal, they are at it again with another one of their secretive developments, the lagoon foreshore hotel and gaming facility”.

SOF has asked for documentation relating to any commitment by Whitsunday Shire Council or its representatives which related to the Outrigger foreshore development.

Council has refused citing Sections 45 and 46 of the FOI act. Theses suggest “an adverse effect on the business, commercial or financial affairs of Council” and “the disclosure not being in the public interest.”

“They’re using the same old commercial in confidence excuse again, to conceal information that the public has a right to know” spokesperson for SOF, Suzette Pelt said.

“Clearly they feel no remorse over Airport FOI debacle. The Commissioner forced them to overturn their decision to refuse Glen Patullo’s FOI on that and now here they are doing it all over again.” Ms Pelt added.

“So much for a council that represents the people. It really makes you wonder what they are hiding this time around.” she said.

“SOF will be appealing the council’s refusal but in the meantime they have the advantage of keeping the community in the dark on another important public issue”

“The council has a hide to claim that open and accountable administration is not in the public interest. The foreshore lagoon is on public land, its future is clearly a matter of public interest”, Ms Pelt said
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