MEDIA RELEASE

Other facts provided to the meeting and which are available at the Pink Caravan include
- the rooftop of the existing pharmacy will be approximately the height for the construction site's fill level, meaning its basement will be 3 metres above the level of the lagoon.  The town planning scheme allows for a maximium of 9 metres on the north side of Shute Harbour Road.   The Road in Airlie's centre will have to be rebuilt much higher;

- Car parking is a major issue with developers not addressing Council’s calculation of a shortfall of 205 carparking spaces, saying they are only 17 spaces short.  
- rainfall drainage that would have naturally flowed out of Airlie Creek will now be diverted through the western end of town.

“This is so not a done deal” Suzette confirmed.  “Key government personnel have not signed off on the plan, but the community must be wary that the developers could try and rush the process”.

After the gathering, spokesperson Suzette Pelt confirmed that the group, made up of mostly business people, is not anti-development. “We simply ask where is the community benefit in converting public parkland into a hotel and gambling area for private and multi-national gain?  There are other development sites where this development would be welcomed” she said, adding that snap polls showed the most favoured use for the carpark was as an extension of the lagoon parkland with restaurant and entertainment features.
The Pink SOF Caravan in the carpark SOFwas enjoying huge interest support from the community, with some 30 new members and two pages of petition signatures on the first weekend, she said.
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