MEDIA RELEASE    5 September 2006

AIRLIE FORESHORE SAVED – BUT ONLY FOR THE TIME BEING
The Whitsunday’s grass roots community group Save Our Foreshore has welcomed the government’s announcement that it will not grant a lease over public land zoned for park and recreational uses, to a private group for its development “as proposed.”.  

“It has taken an election and nearly two years of unrelenting pressure from a united community to get this result”., says SOF spokesperson Suzette Pelt. . 
“However it would be fair to say the statement issued is so full of ambiguities that the door is still wide open for the community to lose their public open space.  The issue is far from finished. 

“Under this government, there has been a pattern of public open space being given away to private development all along the Queensland coast. So while the National Party has made their position clear on protecting public land such as on the Gold Coast and the Whitsundays, the Labor party has yet to tell us about their policy on this matter.
‘Anything less than public infrastructure for public use on public open space is not acceptable, so by taking on a leadership role in a positive way and working with local and state governments, SOF will continue to push for outcomes that are in the public interest, rather than private commercial interest.  The Land Act has very clear guidelines on this”. 

“Socio-enviro concerns like these are no longer fringe issues, but are now mainstream issues as regional communities expand with people having expectations of a certain lifestyle.  And they’re not afraid to get involved when they see inappropriate development starting to get a toe in the door. 
SOF has a bigger objective and will carry on working to keep public land in public hands”.
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Attached:  A group of Save Our Foreshore members celebrate their win on the site 

