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Gambling with Airlie’s Future
The proposed lagoon foreshore development on public land could have a so-called “Pokie Palace” with many as one hundred gaming machines”, Save Our Foreshore spokesperson Suzette Pelt, says. 
“The community has been completely hoodwinked over this proposed development.   Vision Airlie was all about a 2 year community consultation process on how to develop this public land which specifically said “to ensure sustainable development which is environmentally sensitive”.
.

“It is of huge concern to the community that the developers are planning this “Pokie Palace” within a retail shopping precinct and centered between the beach, the park, children’s playground and the family friendly lagoon”  Ms Pelt added.

Proximity to shopping centres and areas of community congregation are particularly noted as locations of concern for the Queensland Gaming Commission.

“This flies in the face of the Queensland Government’s Policy Direction for Gambling in Queensland, which specifically addresses growing public concern over the growth of gambling in the community”.  Ms Pelt said.
The Government has also acknowledged that there are adequate existing gambling opportunities within Queensland to meet the needs of most participants across Queensland.  

Council admits that Vision Airlie was “silent on the matter of gambling facilities”.   

Eumundi Ltd, joint venture partner in the proposed development, is a company based around the hotel, liquor and gaming business. A stated goal (Chairman’s Report)  is to improve returns from gaming assets.
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