MEDIA RELEASE   13 FEBRUARY 2006
FKP NO INNOCENT VICTIM

“FKP needs a basic lesson on planning law” says Whitsunday community group Save Our Foreshore,  in response to claims by FKP that the Whitsunday Shire Council has changed their minds on the proposed multi-story apartment hotel and gaming club on public land zoned for parks and recreational uses next to the lagoon.
“It’s hard to feel sorry for a large developer like FKP when they clearly have attempted by bypass the planning process. It shows a complete misunderstanding at best and complete disdain at worst for the law.  Development applications are supposed to be determined by councils according to the planning laws and other planning instruments following a full 'consideration' of the suitability of the proposal”, says SOF Spokesperson Suzette Pelt.
“FKP seems to think that a successful commercial tendering process, in secret and without any of the legal or environmental safeguards provided by the planning system should trump the proper process of local government.”
For over a year SOF has been told to allow the 'process' to unfold by Council, Jan Jarratt, Member for the Whitsundays and the State Government, the partners in this fiasco.  It has and now the proposal has been rejected by an independent assessor. Suddenly FKP thinks the council owes it something based on a model shown to Councilors in December 2002”.
“If Councilors approve this discredited application through fear, favour or any other consideration irrelevant to the planning scheme, the decision will not stand up in the Planning and Environment Court.”   And SOF says they are preparing for Court after a meeting with their lawyers this week.
“There is one honourable, honest and legal way out for this council, refuse the application, apologise to the community for the whole sorry debacle and do the right thing once its over and divulge all the facts in public to clear the air of the stink that has surrounded this secretive deal from day one.”
The residents of Whitsunday need to know exactly what our Councilors and the Beattie Government promised FKP that gave them the impression that the planning processes were going to be a mere rubber stamp.
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