SAVE OUR FORESHORE

MINISTER SUGGESTS INDEPENDENT ASSESSOR FOR OUTRIGGER DA.

14 June 2005

Community Group SOF has cautiously welcomed the Minister for Local Government and Planning, Desley Boyle’s, suggestion to the Whitsunday Shire Council suggesting an independent assessor be brought in to assess the proposed private commercial development on public foreshore parkland.

“The Minister has noted the very high number of objections and community concern and has taken this unusual step which we see as an acknowledgement at the highest level that Council may not be able to maintain an independent position on assessing this proposed development” spokesperson for SOF Suzette Pelt says.  

“We would welcome this step but at the same time would also be looking very closely at the appointment. Unless there is a genuine and transparent process there is the danger that Council could use this as another smokescreen”.

“This entire process has been riddled with conflicts of interest and secrecy.  And the community is distrustful of a Council that has refused to provide any information on this development proposal”.

“If they are to be credible, Council must now be transparent in the selection process of the assessor.   We would also want Council to stop hiding behind so-called “commercial in confidence” and disclose the process in which the community vote for low key uses for the land morphed into a multi-story hotel and gaming facility and the extensive loss of future public parkland”.

“This proposal offers a real opportunity to resolve a lot of the distrust that has arisen as a result of the Council’s behavior but its success depends on the integrity of the selection process.  At the end of the day, the public has a right to a fair and independent process when public land is involved” 
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