PRESS RELEASE 19 July 2005

ANGER OVER FORESHORE SECRECY DEEPENS
Whitsundays community public land advocates, Save Our Foreshore, says that the betrayal of trust by the Beattie Government has deepened with more secrecy in the latest round of refusals to provide the community with information on the proposed private commercial development on foreshore public land in Airlie Beach.  This time the refusal has come from State Government.
In a letter to Save Our Foreshore, the Whitsunday Shire Council says they are unable to provide information about the agreement they have entered into because State Development’s Department of Public Works has refused to disclose any details, claiming the matter is exempt from the Freedom of Information Act and it would prejudice commercial in confidence clauses 
“So what do they have to hide?” Save Our Foreshore’s spokesperson Suzette Pelt says.   “Quite simply, this is the biggest attempted public land theft Airlie Beach has ever seen. And Beattie’s bully-boys in State Development seem to be able to ride rough shod over concerns like community needs or the basis of Airlie’s economy, tourism needs”.
“If this development is so good, it should be able to be built elsewhere and still deliver its promised benefits.  But not on public land zoned for parkland.  Beattie gave us the Lagoon and now is turning his back on the community and effectively gifting it to a developer named by the Courier Mail to be a Labor Party donor”.

“The Lagoon foreshore is too valuable as a public asset to be given to a private developer.  Every tourist polled has said they would not want this hotel.  And several public consultation processes currently underway in the Shire have identified the foreshore as an important public area for a range of recreational and community uses”.

 “No wonder people across the Shire are outraged. The community has shown its anger in the biggest public rally the town has ever seen and some 3000 letters of objections lodged with Council.  Membership of Save Our Foreshore is growing and we are prepared to take the fight to the Planning Court where every shred of evidence being refused now, and more, will be exposed”.
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