SAVE OUR FORESHORE PRESS RELEASE:  7 OCTOBER 2006
PUBLIC LAND WATCHDOG SOF MEETS FUNNEL BAY DEVELOPER
Members of the Whitsunday’s grass roots community group, Save Our Foreshore, met recently on site with Funnel Bay’s Director of Development – General Manager, Adam Slijderink, to identify public land and public access to the foreshore issues with the proposed development of the site.

“Funnel Bay is extensively used by members of the public for a range of recreational activities. So while the land is privately owned, the developer still has public access obligations to maintain to the public beach through a road reserve ” says SOF spokesperson Suzette Pelt.
“All along the coast, we are seeing a pattern of systematic loss of people’s access to the coast from private development.  So we want answers to questions like how will this access be maintained, will the number of public carparks be adequate and how will these  be managed so that the on-site community do not take these spaces.  
We have been told there will be a public car park at the far north-western side of the beach, accessed by the road reserve and a public BBQ area will be provided.  However it is clear the developer nevertheless wants to control public access as much as possible with the main carpark at the gate being a fair distance from the beach”.

“In a positive public relations move, the developer confirmed that they will give a 65m strip landwards from the highest astronomical tide line back to the Crown for public use. However, they then envisage that Council will be made trustee for this land, which is of concern as Council clearly has enough problems properly managing what they have now”.

“Our legal advisors are looking at the application and we will be lodging any public interest concerns by the 12 October 2006.”

The developer has confirmed that the public road, parking area and infrastructure will be part of Stage 1.
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