Press Release 9 May 2006
Federal MP De-Anne Kelly and the Queensland Coalition candidate for Whitsunday, Dr Paul Joice, have shown their commitment to the Whitsunday community and its overwhelming opposition to proposed public land grabs by private profiteers in the Whitsunday region.

Sparked by grass roots community group Save Our Foreshore’s fight against a proposed multi-story apartment hotel and gaming club on public open space next to the popular Airlie Beach lagoon,  Mrs Kelly and Dr Joice travelled to Airlie Beach to listen to what the many community groups had to say at their public information day on Saturday.
Mrs Kelly and Dr Joice spent a couple of hours chatting to the various group members and bringing themselves up to date on latest developments.

For the occasion, the Gold Coast’s Save Our Spit’s president Steve Gration, joined the Whitsunday coalition to share information and send a clear message that community groups up and down the Queensland coast are not happy.
 “This complete disregard for the wishes of the community is a pattern which is being repeated up and down the coast” Mr Gration said. “With groups like ours and others joining forces we will see an increasingly large, articulate and angry response to these anti-community decisions throughout the state. The Government can ignore it at their peril.”

He says that the anger expressed by his local community at the Beattie-Bligh Government’s support for a shipping terminal on Gold Coast public open space and waterways, played a large part in the Government’s recent loss of the seat of Gaven at a State by-election on the Gold Coast.

Save Our Foreshore’s Suzette Pelt concluded “It is good to see that at least one of the political parties is showing some concern for the local community and some interest in their opinions. I suspect this will be reflected at the ballot box come next year’s State election.” 
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