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The Minister for Local Government Desley Boyle has suggested Whitsunday Shire Council appoint an independent person to assess whether the proposal to develop the lagoon complies with our Town Plan. 

We hope Councillors will appoint the assessor in the spirit of the Minister’s intentions.  Critical to this will be fair terms of reference in the appointment.  The assessor must not have had any dealings or conflicts of interest with FKP, Eumundi or Outrigger, or any subsidiaries or with our Council. 

An important part of the independence of the ultimate recommendations is the independence of the selection process. For this to have any credibility, the assessor must be completely impartial. 

We understand the Minister hopes Council will appoint as assessor a town planner whose reputation is beyond reproach.  A person or firm which has a reputation for excellence and whose independence of judgement could not be questioned.  The assessor must have an absolute disinterest in the process to date.  

To date, our Councillors have hidden behind “commercial in confidence” to avoid their decisions being open to scrutiny. This cannot be the case now.  The success of the outcome depends on Councillors demonstrating independence of both the terms of reference and the selection process.  It depends on being able to demonstrate that the appointed person has no prior association with any of the parties involved.

If the process is conducted properly it may help to rebuild some of the trust that has been lost by the secretive methods adopted by council so far. It cannot however solve the substantive issues that underlie the deeply felt opposition of the community to the redevelopment of the public’s lagoon and foreshore. 

Whilst SOF welcomes the chance at a more transparent process of assessment we remain cautious. As a community organization our role and our mandate will continue to be to advocate on behalf of a community that wants a say in decisions affecting our public land and foreshores. We will remain committed to the cause of maintaining public access to the foreshore.

Ends.
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