PRESS RELEASE   8 May 2006

Whitsunday Community Coalition turns up the heat!

A Community Coalition public information day at Airlie Markets on Saturday has once again got the people of Mackay-Whitsundays all fired up.  

Attended by five Whitsunday and Mackay community groups including Save Our Foreshore, Save Our Airport, Residents Traffic Action Group, the Shute Harbour Residents Association and the Mackay Conservation Group, the events special guest was the Gold Coast’s high profile “Save Our Spit” Alliance president Steve Gration.

Apart from breathing fire, Mr Gration had plenty to say about the attempts to impose inappropriate developments on public foreshore land by local and State governments.
“This complete disregard for the wishes of the community is a pattern which is being repeated up and down the coast” Mr Gration said. “With groups like ours and others joining forces we will see an increasingly large, articulate and angry response to these anti-community decisions throughout the state. The Government can ignore it at their peril.”

Mr. Gration believes the level of anger he witnessed in the Whitsundays regarding several proposed public land grabs by private and commercial profiteers will send a clear message to the sitting member, Jan Jarratt, that people are not happy. 
He says that the anger expressed by his local community at the Beattie-Bligh Government’s support for a shipping terminal on Gold Coast public open space and waterways, played a large part in the Government’s recent loss of the seat of Gaven at a State by-election on the Gold Coast.
During his stay Mr Gration shared information with the Federal National Member for Dawson De-Anne Kelly , the Queensland Coalition candidate for Whitsunday, Dr Paul Joice, SOF’s Chairperson Suzette Pelt and other community groups. 

“This is just the beginning”, Ms Pelt added “We are in the process of talking to other groups and expect to form a much larger alliance by co-operating and exchanging information in the future”.
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