SAVE OUR FORESHORE Inc, AIRLIE BEACH  
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COUNCIL RESPONSIBLE FOR FAILURE OF FOI LAWS!

Whitsunday community group Save Our Foreshore, which is fighting a Beattie Government supported land grab for a private commercial apartment hotel and gaming club on public foreshore land adjacent to the Airlie Beach lagoon, has again been refused access to even one single word of information about the proposed development.  But this time the FOI Commissioner has revealed that a principal reason for the secrecy is the width of so called “commercial confidence clauses” in the contracts with developers.

"Simply by expanding the liability or 'breach of confidence' beyond reasonable common law and statutory limits, Council and developers FKP have effectively contracted themselves out of council's normal FOI obligations”, said SOF spokesperson Suzette Pelt.

"In agreeing to such sweeping ‘secrecy’ clauses the Whitsunday Council  has exposed council and therefore ratepayers to an increased threat of litigation and great financial risk if any details at all are revealed about the proposed development.”

"Council and the State, as partners in the corrupt tender process which has resulted in this fiasco, are responsible for the failure of Queensland's FOI laws in this instance. In agreeing to such clauses the council has granted immunity from disclosure to the developers, without any corresponding benefit to the council or community. "It's an attack on transparency in governance, accountability to residents and on democracy itself.” 

"The independent assessors have already recommended against this development application, yet Council and the State are forging ahead with their secretive attempts to resurrect this unpopular, inappropriate and disastrous proposal," Mrs Pelt said.

 “The success of the council’s secrecy clauses is a disappointment but it won’t stop us from continuing to fight this disgraceful development, and in the meantime any delay by Council in making a decision simply holds up important infrastructure work in Airlie Beach”, SOF spokesperson Suzette Pelt continues.

The council may think they’ve won the secrecy battle, but if this development is approved and ends up in court the whole disgraceful saga will unfold before the public’s eyes. Maybe then the public will find out about the full story about this secretive deal.
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